Maraetai Boat Club Fishing Report
Well I’m sure that a lot of you keen boaties managed to get out in the briny on Labour weekend. Wasn’t it nice to have a long weekend that allowed you to go any where you wanted in warm sunny conditions?
I was fortunate enough to have a trip planned at the Barrier fishing and diving with a bunch of small boat owners. This is a trip I have been doing for 10 or so years. We generally decide to organise a trip a month or so before we go (usually over a few beers) and then get about stocking up on all the things a long range trip needs. 

Travelling to the barrier on 6-7mtr boats needs a reasonable amount of planning as once you get there it is expensive and sometimes difficult to get the things you need.

The last couple of small boat trips we have done have been focused on diving with the snapper fishing used as a 2nd option. We have learned that at this time of the year the fish are hungry and they will take anything presented well. For this reason we don’t take any bait or berly. We have relied solely on drifting with soft plastics to secure any fish that might want a feed. This makes the cold storage on my boat easier to maintain as I am not trying to keep 20 kgs of pilchards and 40kgs of berly in good condition for the weekend.
The trip up to Whangaparpara was uneventful with us stopping a couple of times to see if anything would bite. Three of these attempts saw some nice panies come to the boat only to be released as the promise of bigger fish at our weekend destination. Just before we headed in to our anchorage for the night the fish finder alerted us to some fish hugging the bottom. We had two drifts through this patch of fish and secured 3 snapps to 6kg, and a Dory that was to make up part of our evening meal.

We approached our anchorage to find some of the other boats already settled for the night with steak and scallops on the BBQ. We added our Dory and Snapper and a welcome dinner was had over a few beers. The banter between the boats reached fever pitch as we looked forward to the next couple of days with excellent weather. I have found that the Tryphena Whangaparpara area has everything that a diver and fisho might want. This means less time driving around the Barrier and more time indulging in my favourite pass time. It’s also less costly when it comes time to fuel up for the trip home as I have paid $2-70 per ltr for gas.
We dived the shallows all weekend with an abundance of small to medium sized crays easily found. The scallops at the Barrier were in abundance and it brought back fond memories of how the beds in the inner Hauraki gulf used to be. While you can still get a reliable feed of scallops from our local area it is getting harder to get you limit on 1/3 of a tank of air like we were able to do at the Barrier. I have great issue with the divers being handicapped in comparison to dredgers and blame the proliferation of boats dragging up and down the sea bed on a law made by bureaucrats.
Anyway, in the mornings, evenings, and in between dives we fished with soft plastic rigs in a variety of shapes and sizes. We always seem to find the Nuclear Chicken performs well no matter what, and this time was no different. Every where we found sign we dispatched our sea anchor so our drift was controlled, and usually pulled in 4 or 5 Snapper. It was nice to see some other species come aboard like John Dory, Gurnard, Kahawai, and even a Porai. We only kept the fish we wanted to eat and no more than we could keep in prime condition on our trip home. Soft plastic fishing is a joy when you secure fish. There is no mess, all the fish are mouth hooked, and the fight on 4kg spinning outfits is excellent. It was not uncommon to land several fish on the one plastic bait, and I would think we used $30-$40 of plastic baits between three of us over a couple of days. We had a 105ltr iceytec bin full of fish packed on salt ice with at least half a dozen of the Snapper going over 6kg and as big as 8kg. Add to this Scallops Crayfish and Johnnies and you can imagine who had the grin of a Cheshire cat on the way home.
We rafted up with a different boat or boats every night, with the grand finale seeing four launches and us sharing stories and a pot luck dinner. Between the four launches lay 2 inflatables and two kayaks. It didn’t take long before someone (thanks for the entertainment Brett), offered a purse for anyone that could make it from one vessel to the other via dingy, kayak, kayak, dingy with out getting wet. Many tried and failed with the final payout going to Trevor Helm even though he got wet. It was a spectacular display of agility, splash agility. I’m glad Tony Sing was able to be talked out of summer salting in to the dingy at the start. A great time was had by all and no lasting injuries sustained.
I don’t think I have had a better weather pattern than this labour weekend for a small boats trip to the Barrier. I have done this trip many times before and the weather is always something to be watched carefully. We always cross the larger expanses of water in tandem which gives piece of mind if the going gets tough. This is an excellent way to learn good seamanship in the safety of back up should things turn pear shaped. When we first started going it was not uncommon to see 5 or 6 boats following each other every where until we had all become comfortable with our surroundings. We all submit trip reports on Barrier Radio (Channel 01) and sign in morning and night to ensure we don’t raise any unnecessary alarms.
The Barrier is everything you have heard it is. It is in our backyard and with careful planing it can be enjoyed by anyone with a boat capable of safely crossing the expanse of water between Auckland and Tryphena. If you haven’t got a boat get a group of mates together and take a charter. There are plenty of good options to stay on land and fish during the day, or to take a charter from Auckland and live aboard for the weekend. 
I have personally taken all of the above options this year and I would be glad to share my information.

If you have any questions on such trips we have started fishing club night on the second Thursday of every month. The first one was on Nov 12th at 7pm in the upstairs bar. We will have a few well respected anglers on hand to give away tips, tricks and techniques. The focus for November was targeting a feed in our local area. The next fishing club night is on Thursday 10th Dec and is aimed at sharing information about catching Kingfish. We will have a couple Kingfish mad Locals on hand to show you how they have caught Kingfish very successfully over the last 20 years. We even have a story and the fisherman that was able to land a 22kg Kingfish in the boat club breakwater. Yes that’s right I said the breakwater. And that was this year.
Cone along with some friends and enjoy a couple of beers with like minded people.

I will be there for anyone who would like info on the Barrier. I will be the one with the grin like a Cheshire cat.

Happy fishing

Konrad Attenberger

Chairman of the fishing committee.

Email: 

thetoolroom@clear.net.nz
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