Fishing Forum – December 2010
The fishing season is well and truly here.  The water temperature is well over 18 degrees (at times it’s over 19 degrees), the snapper are spawning all over the place and just about everyone I talk to is catching fish.  As you would expect the catch is mostly Snapper, but there are stories of Kingies, Trevally, and some good sized Kawhai being caught as well.  

I thought I’d start this report by reflecting on the recent Friday Fishing Competition.  Our team (Justis) did pretty well with Brian Atkins scoring a 3rd on the snapper, 1st and 3rd on the Trevally, plus the Average weight Snapper prize.  He doesn’t get all the glory though. Cheryl [a previous Reel Girls Champ – and Brian’s wife] and I did hold our own with some very respectable fish just over the 5 pound mark.

The thing is – I am always trying to learn more about fishing and am always looking to see what works best on the given day.  I had intended to head over to the channel that runs along the south side of Rakino.  This time last year I got a lot of good fish in this area and was expecting the time might be right again this year. We didn’t get that far.  There was good sign about a third of the way over from the Matiatia hole and Rakino Island – no need to waste fuel.

I often start a days fishing by getting a variety of rigs in the water.  It helps to see what rig or bait is working best on the day.  It is almost standard for me to have two rigs working myself.  One in hand (usually with a light tackle set up), and one other bait-runner rig with a big bait cast well back down the berly trail  Almost all of my double figure fish have come from the far end of the berly trail.  To get started Brian dropped a bright red 3-hook flasher rig over the side, Cheryl went for a stray-line rig and I opted to use the big bait down the back and a stray-line set up on 4kg line in close.
It took Brian all of twenty seconds to get hit by a very feisty 2kg plus Trevally.  After a couple of good solid runs Brian had his third placed Trev on board. Moments later he was into a good snapper, and then another winning Trevally of around 2.4kg.  By now Cheryl and I were starting to look at Brian a wee bit sideways and realised we would have to change our rigs if we were going to keep up with Brian.  By now he is laughing all the way to the prize line, and Cheryl has a serious pout on her face.  Cheryl decided she wanted to change to red flashers as well.  Unfortunately all we had was a couple of green and red snapper snatchers​ and as it turned out they were not anywhere near as effective.  Just not Cheryl’s day.
By about the third or fourth fish I noticed something was just a little bit different with Brian’s rig and not just the colour.  The sinker he had on the bottom of his line was flat – a bit like a bent oval coin.  And here was the difference.  I recalled straight away that one of the lads I take out fishing regularly (Stu – who won the BBQ last year –Stu), often out-fishes a lot of other guests on my boat.  He too fishes with a flat sinker.  Not always attached to flasher rigs but very often on ledger rigs and variations that only Stu can tie.  It stands to reason that the broad flat sinker would be causing all sorts of extra action in the rig on its way to the bottom, fluttering in the current, and then on the retrieve.  Very often the bite on the hook occurs with small lifts of the rig off the bottom.  It’s fair to suggest the flat sinker would kick up a little sand or mud as it’s lifted, thus attracting the attention of our prey.  Anyway – food for thought.

I had the opportunity to get out fishing with Todd Michel early this week [I said opportunity – he asked me just ten minutes after I put a scaffold up on a job over the road from his place – I’m sure he was tormenting me].  Anyway – next day I caught up for a report on how things went.  He was drift fishing about 3-5k’s off the back of Gannet Rock on the east side of Waiheke, in about 40 meters of water.  Todd was saying that they kept a bunch of good solid snapper around the 400-500mm mark – caught mostly off the bottom and on the retrieve.  The part of the story that interested me the most, however, was the ones that got away.  Todd had been drifting some live-baits up off the bottom.  He had 80lb trace attached to 10kg line.  Big snapper were hitting the live baits; the rods would bend in half and he said you could feel the weight of some very solid fighting snapper at the other end -​ and then it was over!  80lb trace bit clean through!  
Makes you want to get out there and have a go doesn’t it!!  
Murray Kimpton was recently privileged to get out on a Captain Paul Senior Charter aboard his new Rayglass 2800.  Those that heard Paul speak at the club earlier this year will know that Paul doesn’t take any fresh bait or berly on his boat, doesn’t drop an anchor, and regularly comes back with a stack of bigger than normal fish.  Murray’s trip was no exception.  Paul is known for his skill in reading the birds, and mostly fishes north and east of Gannet Rock.  Follow the birds and you will find the fish, and Captain Paul. Murray and his team all returned with an average of seven snapper-a-piece, and almost all were over the 500mm mark.  
If you would like a chance to catch big fish with Captain Paul Senior check out his web site on www.wavedancer.co.nz    As Murray said, “You could learn in a day what may take years to learn on your own”.
The photo this month [at the top of the page] is a young lad (Jordan) from next door.  It was his first time ever out fishing on a boat – and these were his first ever fish.  Take a kid fishing this summer – it is extremely satisfying.  I am privileged to have yet another grandson who has just become old enough to come out fishing with me on the boat.  He just got the new rod for his birthday and is busting to get out there with granddad to catch his first fish – and I can’t wait to help him get it - I’ll let you know how it goes.
Until next month – have a great Christmas and stay safe on the water.

