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A message from the Commodore

contests have had to be postponed however
no matter

Hi Everyone,
A very warm welcome to the club to all our
new members.
You have made a great
decision to join the MBBC and I'm sure you will
meet lots of new friends. Remember as in any
club you have to join in on activities to get the
most benefit. Of course some of you will have
joined only to gain access to the ramps, which
is ok, but you are missing out on a lot. Over
summer the Restaurant and Bars will be
closed on Christmas Day and Boxing Day only
th
and then open every day until the 6 January.
nd
Live music is planned every 2 Sunday on the
bottom deck from 4pm - 7pm. Remember
after a day on the water you don't need to rush
off home, you could head up to the bar or
restaurant.... or you could take your clean and
filleted fish to the restaurant to be cooked
(batter or pan fried) for just $2.50 per fillet, add
some chips and presto you've got a lovely way
to finish the day on the deck with fresh fish and
chips, a cold crisp Good George beer, and a
choice of chilled house wines selected by
Jason just for the occasion.

what the weather, each month there is a guest
nd
speaker usually the 2 Thursday of the month.
The speakers range from TV personalities
right through to our own members who are
willing to spill the beans as it were on how they
manage to catch fish, and why some of us
don't. If you have not been to a Thursday
night fishing evening I suggest you come along
and see for yourself just how informative they
are.
As usual the pressure on the boat ramps will
peak over summer and Thomas will be doing
his best to ensure the parking is run as
efficiently as possible. The break water is a
marvellous facility but you still need to observe
the tides especially the king tides. It was
never designed to be 24/7 launching so you
need to try and avoid at least 1 hour each side
of low tide. Also, remember for most boats the
big ramp beside the club is just as easy to
launch and retrieve so why wait in a queue
when that one is empty? The code for the
outside toilets is C6789 and is on display
around the club.

Each week I try to include some brief notes in
the 'Wots On' digital newsletter which hopefully
you all read. This newsletter is the most
effective way for you to keep up to date on
club activities along with the club Facebook
page. Please make sure that the office has
your emails and most importantly, phone
numbers so you can also receive the TXT's
about club activities or postponements. In our
family, Teresa is the family 'Entertainment
Director' so I made sure she gets all the emails
and txt's as well. Are the 'Wots On' and TXT's
going to the right person in your household?
Phone the office now and update if need be.

Mark your calendars now for Anniversary
Weekend 2019 where Maraetai Sailing Club
will be hosting a National Regatta. This
promises to be a fantastic weekend with lots to
do for all the family. The car park area will
have a marquee erected for prize giving so
parking will be restricted. More info will follow
closer to the time.
Christmas is just days away and I wish you all
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year, hopefully the weather will oblige and we
get some fabulous boating days. I look forward
to seeing you all at the club or out on the water
sometime in the near future.

The winter was long and wet and there was a
tendency to stay at home by the fire, but the
Social Committee still pulled out all the stops
to break the boredom and ran a variety of
events. Rum Tasting, Sunday Cruisy Music,
Kids Disco, Dinner Theatre, and the
Commodores Ball / Awards Night to name a
few. Looking at this list I think there is
something to cater for all tastes and the social
committee who are a small team of five do a
fantastic job in putting this all together. There
is lots more planned for over summer so keep
a lookout online or at the club bars.

Best Regards
Murray Kimpton - Commodore

On the fishing front things are just as busy.
The fishing committee have had some bad
luck of late with the weather and some of the
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Welcome new members for 2018
COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Jason Thomas & Meghan Advent
Rosalie Barwick
Erin & Lisa Mahoney
David Chen & Cindy Zhang
Michael & Lani Wardrop
Lewis & Jennie Taituha
Kevin Smith & Stacey Pene
Neil & Jan Bell
Bruce & Karen Cowie
David Simcock
Mark & Suzanne Sandiford
Robin Edwards
Bob & Eleanor Reay
Paul & Liz Martin
Jonathan Bishop & Shona Fearn
Mark & Claire Runtzler
Helen Els
Quintin Hancock & Melissa Crawford
Mathew & Liz Coleman
Pamela Wilson
Cameron & Beverley Brown
Brent & Margaret Ranken
Steven Todd and Helen James
John Henry Baldwin
Wayne & Debroah Trow
Megan Williams & Twiggy Tolken
Glynn Brown
Cushla Reed
Eddie and Debbie Szopa
Andrew and louise Grindley
Lily Ferguson
Sameer and Pooja Madaan
Mark and Jenny Chandler
Courtney Taylor
Richard and Gina Jones
Brian and Sonia Coupe
Paul and Faye Oliver
Sean Delaney and Suzanne Young
Matthew and Elizabeth Boggs
Peter and Cath Jollands
Warwick and June White
Desmond & Ann Elliott
Shane Jones & Gillian Linkhorn
Joyce & George Smith
Geoff Facer & Sian Rossiter
Alice & Karl Green
Ian Tullett & Amy Farrell
Konrad & Nicola Heinemann
Raymond and Lisa Ransom
Vonja Young and Dean Wilson
Travis Norton and Tania Smith
Michael and Charlotte Foster
Allan and Jane Preece
Wayne and Helen Moxon
Arnold and Bernadine Bos

FULL MEMBERS
Grant and Diane Taylor
John Davis & Robin Gibbard
Adam Wang & Jenny Shao
Michael Abernethy
Jonathan Willow & Michelle McHale
Ishfaq Bhatti & Dain Phone
Martin & Joanne Sommerville
Nick & Ashley Grogan
Rex & Anne Donaldson
Phillip & Marion King
Alwyn & Hannelie van der Linde
Michael Malaschevsky & Nga Nguyen
Paul & Rachael Munro
Carey & Sarah Schulz
Richard & Sandy Heard
Andrew & Carol Higson
Glenn & Sharon Greacen
Vladimir & Candice Sipcic
Charles & Marion Fussell
Leonard & Nicole Adendorff
Eugene & Clare Williams
Glen Page
Nathan Pickery & Kali Schimanski
Rex and Lynn Parris
Peter and Louise Stuart
Hector Brooks and Sharon Buckley
Clive and Ann Taylor
Jan and Susan Alberts
Richard and Belinda Caminada
Murray and Julie Waters
Fraser Webberley and Meshell van Velzen
Warwick Heaney and Kate van Biel
Graham and Noeline Yearsley
Andrew and Dale Smith
Louise Taylor and Allan Yorston
Brett and Beth Baillie
Paul Turner & Jo Wilson
Geoffrey Hill and Lynn Gardner Brown
Karl & Erin Braithwaite
Don & Yvonne Chapman
Mark & Stephanie Hooker
Steven & Rebekah Dass
Sarah & Glenn Bymolt
Ross & Annette Mackenzie
Rae Cadwallader & Jeremy Hunt
Benjamin Elliott
Yong and Lina Wong
Gavin and Melanie Lucas
Darren and Narelle Robson
Judith Parker and Peter Harvey
Rhys Attwood and Charlotte de Boer
Len Gilray
Stephen Kershaw
Todd and Melissa Pearce
Chris and Carol Baird
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clothing is now updated, and we are taking the
chance to put up some new signage up around the
place sporting the new brand and promoting what
we have on offer.
In conjunction with the new look and prior to the
season kick off, we were also very excited to
announce a new key partnership with Barfoot and
Thompson Beachlands. It’s been a very successful
relationship so far with some outstanding support
in various aspects. We are very proud to have
them support us for our key regattas planned for
the rest of the season as well - most especially for
the Auckland Champs in the New Year!

Well, here we are already well into the 2018/ 2019
season. Fantastic to see the club back into full
swing!
Even prior to the season kick off, several of our
junior sailing members had been busy frequenting
various regattas around the place over the winter
months. Events contested by our team included
the Howick Autumn series, Auckland Winter Sprint
series, AIMs games in Tauranga and Murray’s Bay
Icebreaker to name a few. As expected, the pace
only increases once the season gets underway and
several of our sailors have already been away to
the North Island Champs in Napier and more
recently been to the French Bay regatta and 2-day
Sir Peter Blake regatta at Torbay. Our team have
also recently hosted the P Class Auckland Champs
which went very well indeed! Over the last few
years, MSC have really become more accustomed
to travelling and participating in these external
events. It’s great to get see our ‘Brand’ out there
and testament to Sean McRae and more recent
committee direction and focus!

Similar to last season, our subscriptions were filled
quickly this year - especially for the ‘Learn To Sail’
(LTS) programme. From a committee perspective,
we are also really encouraged by the increasing
trend for returning 2nd and 3rd year sailors. It’s a
great vibe and good signal for our future!

Our congratulations go to Stu Warman and Claire
Meeking who attended the Kona Board World
Champs in Florida recently. Stu placed a very
respectable 15th overall in the gold fleet and Claire
4th in Silver (1st Female). Great to see our club
represented on the world stage!

Capsize practice with the LTS programme
One of the club’s biggest challenges year to year is
securing a solid coaching staff that can support our
training programme. Just prior to this season,
we’ve run another Yachting New Zealand Learn to
Sail Coaches course at our club. We are certainly
very grateful for those parents who have
volunteered and are now qualified and on our
team!

As we look forward to the next half of the season,
there are quite a few events we’ll again be
promoting or hosting. By far the biggest event at
Maraetai for this season will be the 2019 Auckland
Champs held over the 3-day Auckland Anniversary
long weekend 26th, 27th and 28th Jan. This event
caters for Optimist, Starling, 29er, 420 and RS
Feva classes and going by our previous experience
in 2016, we can expect approximately 300+ sailors
and by far the biggest regatta held at Maraetai to
date! While of course we are extremely proud to
host this fantastic regatta, we’ll absolutely need
help from the club membership and the wider
community. If you can spare any time to come
and join us over this long weekend, please let us
know so we can get you involved and help its
successful running!

As the new Club Commodore, I’d just like to
express my sincere thanks to the club membership
for all your support. Also, a big thanks for all the
hard work the committee puts in to keep the club
running smoothly!
Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas and New Year
break and we look forward to seeing you all at the
Auckland Champs in January 2019!
Kind Regards
Murray Peddie - Commodore, Maraetai Sailing
Club

Following some careful consideration, this year
we’ve elected to change our club Logo. Club
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MSC squad at Sir Peter Blake Regatta, Torbay- 1st and 2nd Dec

Robin honing skills with the LTS group

Launching on the first day of our season
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The game season saw the nay-sayer's having to
suck it up. The first ever Game Fish hit the new
Gantry late in January when junior angler Lachlan
Castles pulled in a Short Billed Spear Fish weighing
in at a worthy 16.1kg. After hooking up "out-wide
on The Banks" - proud dad Ryan pushed the prow
of his ship through some good heady slop for close
to five hours to make sure Lachlan got to sling the
very first game fish on the new Gantry.

Fish and Dive Section

What a season we have had!! Big ups and some
ugly dips. The ugly bit has been the weather for
sure. As a dedicated group of volunteers trying to
provide fun events for our fellow members; it's a
real kick in the guts to have to move an event
whist still trying to please the majority. ARRRRGH!
Not wishing to get stuck on the ugly though - we
have managed to gain some massive satisfaction
especially running the more family oriented
events. The annual "Kids off Couches" fishing
contest runs on Waitangi Day and the last event
attracted a record 139 kids out on the water along
with heaps of mums, dads, nanas, poppas, friends
and neighbours.
The Fish Care promotion
supported by LegaSea was a fantastic success and
goes a long way to teaching kids about the future
of sustainable fishing. Mike and Elizabeth, at
G.A.S. Maraetai continue to provide a hugely
generous platform that ensures the long term
success of this event

Not to be out done by a good story - club member
Ron Kelly was out over the Raglan Bar when
(apparently), after securing a good feed of snapper
from his 5.5 meter tinny, decided to drag some
plastic. It didn't take long to hook up using one of
the two well aged rods (with equally well aged line
- so the story goes?) and to secure a 84.1kg Striped
Marlin. A very keen group of fellow club members
were at hand to witness the moment the journey
from Raglan to Maraetai culminated with a fine
fish tipping the scales.

Sticking with the Kids - A first for us was to run a
"Sprats off the Deck" evening off the Bottom Deck.
This turned out to be an absolute winner for all.
The kids were amazing and there were some great
legal sized fish caught too. The biggest was a 39cm
snapper which, I have no doubt, took centre place
on the dinner table back at home. To watch all the
mums and dads (complete with push-chairs)
enjoying each other’s company as well as
witnessing some first fish ever moments was just
brilliant!

A nice looking Striped Marlin of 78.4kg was also
pulled into the Gantry by Nathan Millar aboard
Dave McKeon's Boat - Ruckus. The feisty fish was
snagged in about 85 meters of water out through
the Manukau heads. Plenty of happy locals shared
in the bounty of this beautiful specimen.

The following month saw Matt, from "Fishing
Boating Outdoors" (Beachlands), work his magic
again (as he did for the kids) and laid berley over
several nights so that the Mums and Dads (Adults
Only) could have a bash from the deck as well.
Again there were some legal snaps - and a bloody
big eel!!
The atmosphere was just fantastic.
Picture it - fishing rod - a drink from the bar - a
sausage off the BBQ - mood lighting over the deck.
A truly awesome club feeling......
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As a Reminder. There are three options to have a
fish weighed in at the MBBC:

trips. Firstly a couple of fairly local trips well suited
to beginners (as well as the casual more
experienced); and hopefully a wee excursion a wee
bit wider. Please share your ideas with our
committee - we are in this together.

1. Weigh it yourself on our new permanently
sited dial scales at the weigh station. We have
hung these scales so that you can check the
size of your fish yourselves. Great for the kids
and great for a suitable picture opportunity –
then

Club events don't just happen. Our Fish & Dive
Committee work very hard but we could always do
with more hands on deck. In the current climate it
is clear that everyone you could talk to seems to
be getting busier and busier. Aren't we all? I have
to reach out to all of you as club members - put
your busy hands up - find some equally busy mates
- and come and join us. The ideal is a SOLID 8-10
members with great fresh ideas with a willingness
to serve your fellow members.

2. If it’s big enough you can contact one of our
weigh masters to come down to the Club to
formally weigh your fish. If it's the biggest it
can then be recorded on our Club Brag Board
for a chance to win a great trophy at the end of
the season. To possibly qualify for National or
World records, the Angler must be a registered
member of the NZSFC. Call by the office to
register for just $25 per person.

Please feel free to call me direct on 027-231-4752
In closing: Please make sure your checks are all
done and that your boat and gear is up to speed.
There is no fun breaking down out wide - just
because you failed to prepare as well as possible.

3. It's a Game Fish! Head to the Gantry. Call
ahead first so that we can prepare.
So what's coming up then? On the Competition
scene make sure you put aside Waitangi Day again.
We have got 150 tickets up for grabs for the Kids
Off Couches classic. We want the family and
cheering kids spilling out onto the deck!
The Club Champs will be in May - but be ready for
a change in approach. There will be NO FIXED
DATE TO FISH! In short - you will be given a
months’ notice to fish - you will purchase your
ticket - and then we will all be watching for the
first weekend of excellent weather - ready steady FISH!

With that - if you haven't done so - join the
Coastguard - it could save you life.

Game Fishoes - Watch This Space...... There is a
Trophy; there will be a leader board; there will be
some prizes; and there will be a special night early
in the New Year to kick it all off...... It's no
coincidence that this will tie in with some of the
better access to some good game fish being
relatively close.... Like I said - Watch This Space.
Would You Ever Cross a Bar? I am excited to have
booked Coastguard Education to be at our club on
Thursday 14th March to cover the absolute
essentials for crossing the Manukau and Waikato
Bars. Don't be fooled here. You will find the
information invaluable and eye opening even just
in your regular day-to-day local boating or fishing
trips. You especially need to hear what this team
will tell you about your lifejackets!

Merry Christmas to all and we look forward to
seeing you all safe and fresh in the New Year.
Ian Twist – Chairman, Fish & Dive Section

Recently we have shifted our focus to the more
family oriented boating topics at our guest speaker
club nights. It is clear that Overnighting is of
interest to many of us. With your help we will be
throwing some plans about to get the membership
together for some exciting but simple overnight
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Social Committee

• Murder at Hotel Balle Balle theatre dinner
night followed with a dance.

Winter always seems to drag, then spring starts to
bring a hint of what is to come, and then along
comes summer, yeah….

• Casino Night - We had roulette, black jack and
dice tables running hot.
• Jason also organised pool comps which were a
lot of fun

We have had a great year with some wonderful
events and look forward to bringing you more in
2019, but let’s first review what we have been
doing over the past few months:

As mentioned earlier, we have some wonderful
events coming up in the near future, but let’s
begin by talking about the great job Tony does
every Thursday organising the raffles, loyalty draw
and joker draw. This is the best night for new
members to come down and meet some of the
‘locals’.

• Cruisy Sundays - Were held on the last Sunday
of each month.
• Pink Ladies - Also continued on a monthly basis
• Members Meet n Greet - We held 3 of these,
along with an Open Day, over the year.

Whilst a bit early to look at the whole calendar for
next year, you can guarantee we will be running
some old favourites, plus some new events, to
tempt you down for the best views in Maraetai,
including:

• Beats by’ Bingo - From the crowd that bought
you Bitch n’ Bingo A game of bingo using music
instead of numbers – so much fun that we have
booked it again next year.

• Cruisy Sundays - Held on the last Sunday of
each month, PLUS extra gigs over the summer
months. Come down & relax on the beautiful
deck & take in the wonderful views. Keep an
eye on the Wot’s On for dates.

• All Black games on the big screen, along with
sweepstakes to spice up the action.
• Kids Discos – We ran 4 of these over winter –
The kids danced and parents relaxed!

• Pink Ladies - Also continues on a monthly basis
– Check the Wot’s On for dates.

• Rum tasting evening

• Feb 23 - Seafood festival. Return of an old
favourite. More details to follow.

• Commodores Ball - THE social event of the
MBBC calendar was a huge success with over
100 people attending making this an all but
sell-out event, the first for many years. Ensure
you book your tickets early for next year’s
event to avoid the disappointment of missing
out.

• Mar 31 - New members Meet n Greet.
• Beats by Bingo - This is a fun event – don’t miss
out.
• Kids disco’s - Will be back for the winter.
• July 27 - Book this date out now –
Commodores Ball. After the almost sell-out
success of last year, don’t miss out this year.
• Sep 7 - Faulty Towers theatre dinner – back by
popular demand
After last year’s successful introduction of a combo
ticket for 3 events, we will be doing the same
again. This year it will be the Commodores Ball,
Faulty Towers Dinner & one other event of your
choice, all for the discounted price of $150 - PLUS
you also receive a bar voucher for $20. This great
value so make sure you purchase yours early in the
New Year.
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Finally, we are organising the Club raffle this
year which is going to be bigger than ever
before. The prize pool this year totals an
amazing $10 000 with some fantastic prizes up
for grabs, including a wonderful $4000 travel
prize – all thanks to some wonderful support
from our local supporters (more details to
follow). Each member will be sent 1 book
which we hope that you will all either buy
yourself, or sell the tickets and send the $25
back to the office
A big shout out and huge thanks to the others
in the social committee that make these
events happen: Clare Lee, Kara Gribble, Brett
Trigger and Liz Annette.
Murray Clark – Chairman, Social Committee

From the Office
It’s starting to look a lot like Christmas!!!.

Thanks to Clare Lee for the festive
decorations.
Summer Overnight Parking – Reminder to
all that the overnight parking is limited to
3 nights over the summer months. Please
pay your $5 per night parking fee to
Thomas.
Facebook - If you haven’t done so already
like and follow our facebook page. This is
where you will hear about any specials of
the day, or event updates. Check it out
now to find out how to enter our Xmas
Ham Giveaway.
Calendar - The MBBC Calendar is
produced every year and runs from

October to September. The pictures are
made up of club members’ photos,
includes dates for club events and also
the tides. If you don’t already have one,
these can be purchased from the office or
the bar for $10 each.
Membership Cards - You should all now
be using the membership/gate cards with
the picture of the Boat club on the front.
The old white cards are now obsolete and
will no longer work so throw them out
and make sure you have the correct card
before you get to the gate.
Venue Hire – Need a venue for that family
event, birthday, wedding, engagement,
etc. We have a special members’ rate so
contact the office to enquire on dates and
pricing.
Wot’s On – This is sent out Wednesday of
every week to let you know what is
happening in the Club. If you have given
us your email address you should be
receiving the email, unless your email
address has changed or you have opted
out. If you are not receiving it and would
like to then contact the office so we can
check our records.
Kids – to help keep the kids amused we
have a supply of colouring in pictures,
quizzes and games for the kids to do. Just
ask at either bar, whether you are
upstairs or downstairs.
Sally Howearth – Club Secretary

For Events go to our website:
www.maraetaiboatclub.org.nz/newsevents/

Like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/maraeta
i.boatclub/
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS POSTED AROUND THE
CLUB?
Yes, it is the code for the Outside Cloakrooms.
If you forget the code look around and you’ll
find this posted in several prominent areas.

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS POSTED AROUND THE
CLUB?
Yes, it is the code for the Outside Cloakrooms.
If you forget the code look around and you’ll
find this posted in several prominent areas.
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MBBC, Box 281006 , Maraetai.
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